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SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION 

1 . PLEASE INFORM PRINCE FAHD DIRECTLY OR THROUGH WHATEVER 
CHANNEL YOU CONSIDER APPROPRIATE AND RAPID THAT I VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATED HIS RESPONSE OF MARCH 30 (JIDDA 2373) TO MY 
EARLIER MESSAGE. TELL HIM THAT I DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE 
EFFORTS HE HAS BEEN MAKING TO INFLUENCE THE PARTIES IN 
LEBANON TO STOP THE BLOODSHED AND CONVEY THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION ON OUR RECENT ACTIVITIES WITH RESPECT TO 
LEBANON. 

2. AS THE PRINCE IS AWARE, WE HAVE SENT AMBASSADOR BROWN 
TO LEBANON TO ASSESS THE SITUATION THERE AND TO DO WHAT HE 
CAN TO HELP BRING ABOUT A POLITICAL SOLUTION CONSISTENT 
WITH THE EARLIER POLITICAL COMPROMISE WORKED OUT UNDER 
SYRIAN AUSPICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE JANUARY 22 CEASEFIRE. 
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3. AMBASSADOR BROWN'S ARRIVAL IN BEIRUT WAS GREETED WITH 
WARM AND POSITIVE REACTION FROM ALL SHADES OF THE POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM, INCLUDING EVEN THE PLO AND JUMBLATT. HE HAS 
SPOKEN TO A RANGE OF LEBANESE LEADERS, INCLUDING FRANGIE, 
CHAMOUN, GEMAYEL, AND KARAME, PLUS A NUMBER OF FIGHTING 

MEN ON THE CHRISTIAN SIDE. HE WILL SEE JUMBLATT TODAY. 

4. THE CHRISTIAN LEADERS ARE APPREHENSIVE ABOUT THE 
DANGERS FACING THEM BUT BROWN'S INITIAL IMPRESSION IS THAT 
THEY WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD OUT MILITARILY FOR SOME TIME, 
ASSUMING THEIR SUPPLIES FROM THE OUTSIDE CONTINUE TO 
ARRIVE. 

5. FRANGIE HAS INDICATED TO BROWN IN PRIVATE THAT HE IS 
PREPARED TO RESIGN FOLLOWING THE AMENDMENT OF THE CON- 
STITUTION AND AN ELECTION OF A NEW PRESIDENT, PROVIDED THAT 
THIS OCCURS IN AN ATMOSPHERE FREE OF PRESSURE. THIS IS AN 
ENCOURAGING SIGN THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL ISSUE CAN INDEED BE 
RESOLVED IN AN ORDERLY WAY WHICH PRESERVES THE CON- 
STITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK. 

6. FINALLY, PLEASE INFORM FAHD THAT I VALUE HIS VIEWS AND 
ADVICE ON THE LEBANESE SITUATION AND APPRECIATE HIS 
WILLINGNESS TO CONTINUE INFLUENCING THE FACTIONS IN 
LEBANON UPON A COURSE OF MODERATION AND RECONCILIATION. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, I WAS GRATIFIED BY EVIDENCE THAT ARAFAT 
WITHDREW FATAH SUPPORT FOR JUMBLATT'S MILITARY EFFORTS 
AND THAT THIS STEP MAY HAVE BEEN A MAJOR FACTOR IN 
JUMBLATT'S DECISION TO ACCEPT A CEASEFIRE. TELL HIS 
HIGHNESS THAT WE WILL CERTAINLY CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS TO 
WARN ISRAEL AGAINST INTERVENING IN LEBANON. IN MY VIEW 
THE BEST INSURANCE AGAINST OUTSIDE INTERVENTION IS THE 
SUCCESSFUL RESOLUTION OF THE POLITICAL ISSUES WITHOUT 
FURTHER RESORT TO FORCE BY ANY FACTION. KISSINGER 
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